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As I complete my second year in office as Croydon's first Executive Mayor, I am proud of the 
progress my Administration has made. Whilst we are still on a journey of improvement, I have been 
relentless in my pursuit of tackling the Council’s toxic financial legacy and providing the much-
needed discipline, leadership and sound governance this Council lacked. 
We have not been subject to a S114 notice for some time and are tightly managing all parts of our 
budget, with Government recognising that Croydon continues to make good progress.

This quarter, I have continued to engage with key partners to continue to restore pride in our 
borough. Growing confidence in the borough was recognised by Howard Dawber, Deputy Mayor of 
London for Business, who on a recent visit identified Croydon as a 'high priority' for investment due 
to its 'enormous potential.' London Gatwick has also signed an Economic Growth Charter with the 
Council further strengthening confidence in Croydon with the airport generating over £265 million for 
Croydon's economy in 2023, supporting over 3,600 local jobs.

I have also continued to deliver one of my key priorities which was to restore faith in the planning 
system. We have revised the Local Plan, which goes out to consultation this month, removing 
intensification zones, protecting character, and emphasising design over density. 



We remain committed to delivering new affordable homes for Croydon residents, but not at the 
expense of quality standards. I was delighted that we secured £53 million of Government housing 
grant through the GLA to rebuild Regina Road, providing safe, well-designed council homes for 
generations to come.

I have also been working to revitalise our district centres and the Council has now received a 
planning application from Polaska to build a pool and leisure centre in Purley, along with a new 
public square which will help regenerate Purley and boost the local economy. The second blitz clean 
campaign is underway in Thornton Heath, part of my ongoing commitment to making our streets 
and district centres cleaner.

‘Listening to Croydon’ residents was a key commitment in my manifesto, and I recently hosted 
'Mayor’s Question Time' sessions in Sanderstead and South Norwood and I will continue to host 
these sessions across the borough. I am immensely proud of our year as the London Borough of 
Culture, and the excellent exhibitions at Museum of Croydon: REWIND: This is Croydon's Music, 
Routes to Roots and Little Manhattan which provided an opportunity to celebrate our unique identity, 
communities, rich heritage, and creativity.



I have proudly overseen investment in our green and open spaces, recently opening a further 
two new playgrounds as part of the Playground Investment Programme, collaborating with local 
communities to create environments where our young children can thrive.

We have come a long way in the last two years to bring meaningful change to Croydon. We still 
have a long journey ahead, but I am determined to not only restore pride in Croydon but also 
restore confidence in Croydon, so that we may build a brighter future together.
















